A cell line (HT-I) derived from a hamster tumour induced by the Moloney sarcoma virus has been extensively used for preparation of murine pseudotype sarcoma viruses (Huebner et aL I966; Hartley et aL 1969) . Infectious virus could not be isolated from these cells nor was the group specific (gs) antigen of the murine C-type RNA viruses detectable in complement-fixation tests (Huebner et aL 1966). In further studies with this cell line, clonal sublines were derived and tested for infectious virus and virus particle production, gs antigen using both complement-fixation and precipitation-ingel assays, and the presence of virus genome by a highly reproducible rescue technique.
electric focusing (Gregoriades & Old, I969) . Neither the parent culture nor the 50 clones showed positive reactions in these tests, while cultures chronically infected with murine C-type viruses gave CF titres of t/64 to 1/128 and gel diffusion titres of I/8 at equivalent cell concentrations (Table I) .
Genome rescue assays were made according to published methods (Huebner et al. 1966 ) on nine of the clones and by a co-cultivation procedure on all 50 clones. In the Short communications 445 latter method, 8 x lO 4 HT-I cells were grown together with 8 x lO s cells of a leukemia virus producing murine cell line designated F-4 (Chang, unpublished) in 60 mm diameter plastic Petri dishes. After I week of incubation at 37 °, disrupted cells (5 to IO % v/v in supernatant fluid) were tested for the presence of a rescued sarcoma virus by the focus assay (Hartley & Rowe, i966 ) . Sarcoma virus was recovered from each of the 50 clones by the co-cultivation procedure and from the nine clones tested by the conventional method. Yields of virus were remarkably similar, averaging IO 8 focus-forming:units per culture, and no obvious quantitative variations were noted. The results presented here agree with those from other studies on the HT-I cell line (Huebner et al. I966; Valentine & Bader, i968 ) and further show that the properties of the parental culture have remained stable and accurately represent the individual cells in this culture.
